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'Tl~i.; Son,) IS (or use in noniin;~ting u r  rcqucs~iirg dcttn~iinallons for ~nd~iidual properlics and dlstr~cts Sce insrruct~ot,~ in 1 1 1 ) ~  lo C.onipletc the 
Narional Rcg~stcr of I-lijror~c Places Kegistrd!~on Form (Nar~onal Register Bu1ler:n IbA). Cornplcte each ken1 by n~rtrk[~rg "x"  In the approprlale 
liox or by cnteri~ig thc lnformalion rcques~cd I f  my rtem docs not apply to ihe propeny bang docurncn:cd. cntcr "N!,4" lor "no1 applicable " Far 
Iunct~ons. archttccn~nl class~~icat~on. rnatcrials, and arcas of sign~ficance, entcr o~ily catepor~cs and sul?carcgor~es Cram the inslrucrrons Pldcc 
sdd~tionirl cntrlcs and nanntl\c itrms on ccmr~nuatioir slitcrs (NPS Fonv 10-930a) llsc a typewriter, word proccswr, or computer, 10 complete all 
IlCrnS 

1 .  Name of Property 

histor~c name: Cumberlalld County Cour~house. Amendment (Addi t iona l  r e s o u r c e s  d o c u m c n t e d  with 2006 survev) 

other namesls~te m ~ m b e r :  VDHR #024-0005 

2. Location 
slreet &  lumber. Co~~rt lxo~ise Clrcle and F o s t e r  Road not for publication. NA 

state. Vlreinia code VVA county: Cumberland code: 107 Zip. 23040 

3. St;lte/Fcderal Agency Certification 
As ~ h c  tlcs~gnatcd ;ru:ho:~\y u~icler the National 1Iis~c;ric Prcsewation ACL ol' i9S6. 3s an~e~idcd. 1 liereby ccr~ilj. rlnt lhis -X- iion-~in:~~ion 
rcqucs{ for deternlin~tion uicligib~liry lnecls rhc doc~lmcntation srandards for regisrerinp propenies in rhe Na~rat,al Registcr i>f I,l~sloric I'laccs and 
rr~ccts the ~,roccdural and proies$ional rcqitircmcnrs scr fonh in ?6 CFR Part 60. IP my oplnron. the properly -X- meeis - docs 1101 nleel Ihc 
NaLional Re2iste1- C'ntcria I rccotnrl~cnd [hat rhio propeny be considcrcd siptficant - natlcinally - sra[e\v~dc. -X- locally ( - See 
con:inuaclon shcct for addittoilal coriinlcntr ) 

Virginia Department of Historic Resources 
Ctatc or 1:cdcrvl ascncy 2nd bl~rmu 

In nly opiniol l .  (he propeny m e e t s  - does not rnser the Nattonal Rcg~srer cr~teria. ( -- S e c  corltlrluation 
sheet for additronal c o r n m e ~ r t s . )  

. .--- --.- .- A .- - .--- -- 
S i g n a t u r e  of cormnenling or other official Date 

Stare or Federal agency and bureau 

4. Natiorlal Park Service Certification 
I ,  hereby certify that this property is: 
- entered In (he Fattonal Kcg~ster 

- See cotltinuation shee t .  Slgl lalure of  Keeper 
- deterrn~ned d ~ g r b l e  for the N a t i o n a l  Reg~ster 

- See conti~luat~on sheer. Date  o f  Action 
- drrernii~led not e l ig ib le  for r h e  Natio~lal lieg~ster 
- removed irom the National Reg~sier 
.- (>tiler (exp13111) 



UPS Form 10-900 
(lter,. 10-00) 
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Sa t iona l  Park Ser\.ice 

Cumberland County Cosrlhouse,  Anlendmerit 
Cumherland,  Virginia 

5. Classification 
Ownersh ip  of Property (Check as many boxcs as apply) 

- .- private 
X public-local -.- 

public-State 

-. publlc-Federal 

Ca iegory  of Property (Check orlly one box) 
-L building(s) 
-- d ~ s h i c t  
- site 

-2- 

strucnire 
- object 

Number of Resources within Property 
Contrib~rring Noncontributing 

0 --- -.- 0 bulldings 
0 

-,- 
0 - sttes - 

1 - --- 0 structures 
0 -,,.- -- 2 objzcrs 
I --- 2 Total -.- 

Yurnbcr of contrtbuting reiourccs previously lisled in the Kat~onal  Register 0 

Sanic of rclated multiple property Itsting (Enter "NIA" lf properly IS not part of a multiple property Ilsting.) NIA - 

6 .  Furict iot~ o r  Use 
Historic Functions (Enter calcgories from ~nstrucrions) 

Cat: -.-----..- Sub: -- 
Govenunent Courthouse 

Cot-rcnt Functions (Enter categories from instructions) 
Cat: .--..-- SAb: 

Govemmenr .-. C:ourrhouse Complex - 
- --, Memorial Markers -- 

7. Description 
Architectural Classification (Enter categories Crorn iostmctions) 

Early Republic: Earlv Classical Revival (Counhousc) 

Matel-ials (Enter careyol.ies i'rom instructions) 
foundation - 
roof - -------.- 

walls ---..--- -.- 
other brick ~:all and granite marker .--. 

Varrat ivc Description (Describe ihe Iiisroric and current condition of the propeny on one o r  morc cnntlnuatlon 
sheets.) 



YPS Fur111 10-900 
(Rc \ .  10-90) 
I:. S. Jlcpartmcrrt o f  thc Jnterior 
Yational Pal-k Scrvice 

Cuniherland County  Conrttlouse, Arnendnient 
Cltmberland, Virginia 

8. State~nent of Significance 
Applicable National Register Criter ia  (Mark "xu i n  on? or more boxes for the criteria qual~fylng the property for . . 

National Register listing) 

S A Property IS associated with events that have made a significant contribution to the broad parterns 
of our hlstory. 

-.-. B Property 1s associalcd with rhe lives of  persons scgnitkant in our pasc. 
- C Property embodies the distinctlvc characreristics of a type, period, o r  method of  construction or 

represents the work of a master, or possesses high artistic values, or represents a significant and 
distingl~lshable en t~ry  whose components lack ind~vidual disltnction. 

---. D Property has yielded, or is likely to yield in fomat~on  importan1 ~n prehistory or history. 

Cri ter ia  Considerations (Mark "X" in all the boxes that apply.) 

A owned by a relig~ous itlstih~Iion or used for religious purposes. 

- 13 removed fiom ~ t s  original locar~on. 

.. -.. C a btrthplace or a grave. 

-- D a cemetery. 

....- E a reconstn~cted bullding, object or strucltire. 

- F a com~neniorative property. 
-. --.a G less than 50 years ol'age or achieved signiricancc: w ~ t h i n  the pas( 50 years 

Arcas of Significance (Enter categories from instmct~ons) Politics and Govemrnerlt (oririnal area) 

Period of Significance 18 1 P - 1925 (orig~nal  POS) 1925 - 1936 (added due to contributin!: wall consrn~ction) 

Significant Dates --Erg- 1936 

Significant Person (Coniplete if Cr~rerion B is marked above) Nkl-- .. .- 

Cultural  ,2fliliation NA -" - 

Narrative Statclncnt of Sigl~ificancc (Explaln the sign~ficance of tlle properly on one or more continuat~on shee~s . )  

9. ~Maior B i b l i o ~ r a ~ h i c a i  References 
Bibliography 
(Cite the books, articles. and other sources uscd in preparing [his fonn an  one or nlore continuat~on sheels,) 
Previous documentation on filc (NPS) 
-- prcliminitry determination of  ~ndividual listin? (36 CFR 67) has Seen rcquested. 

X previously I t ~ t t d  111 the Vational Register -- 

-- previously de~ennined eligible by the N a ~ i o n a l  Register 
des~gnated a Natlonal I l~s tor ic  Landmark 

- rccorded by H ~ s t o r ~ c  American Buildings Sunjcy L/ -,7,,-,-.-.-. -- 
- ~~ecordcd by Historrc American Engineering Record $ - ___- 



\PS Form 10-900 
(I\cv. 10-90) 

'L:, S. Deyart~nent of the  Interior 
National Park Service 

Primary Location of Additional Data 
X State Historic Preservation Office .-- 

Other State agrncv 
Federal agency 
Local governnlent 

-- 

, --. Other 
Name of repository: -"ireinia Deuarrment of Historic Resources 

,~A----_-.- 

10. Geographical Data 
Acreage o f  Property 1 .S acres (original listing - sravinr: the same) 

IJTM References (Place additional UTM references on a continuat~on sheet) 

Zone Easting Northing 
1 _ 17 744520 4 153500 torie~nal UTM point - stavirla rhe same) - See continuation sheer. 

\'crbal Boundarv Description (Descnbe the boundarres of the property on a continuation shcet.) 
Boundary Justification (Explain why the bo~n~daries were selected on a continuation shect.) 

I 1. Fornt Prepal-ed By 

namelrit le: Jean McKae. Register Proprani Coordinator 
Organization: Virvlnia Depar~ment of Histor~c Reso~irces date: - Mav 2007 .- 
strect & ntmiber: 2801 Kensineton Avenue telephone: 804-367-2323 
c i ty  or toun: - R~chmoncl state:- VA zip code: 2322 1 

Additional Documentation 
Submit thc following item with Ihe completed form: 

Co~ltirluatioli Sheets 
Maps A USGS map (7.5 or 15 minute series) tndicattng the property's locat[on. 

A sketch map for historic districts aitd properhes having large acreage or numerous resources. 
Photographs Representative black and white photographs of the propeq.  
Additional items (Check u t ~ h  the SHPO or FPO for any additional items) 

I'raperty Owner 
(Complete this itcnl at thc request of the SHPO or FPO.) 
Nanw: 
strecr & number: t e  le~hone: 
c l t y  or t o w :  s t a t e  VA zip code: 

Papci-work IZcc l~~ct ion A r t  S la tc~ncn l :  This t n f o ~ n ~ a l i o ~ l  is bcitig collected (or applicanonr to Ihe N a ~ i o ~ i d l  K y z t c r  o i l l ~ j t u i i c  Placcs to 1,ornlnaIe 
prolwnics l'or I ict i rq or dctenrilne c l ! g tb~ l~ t y  [or Ilsting, l o  Ilsr properlec,, arid :o anrcnd L'XIS~~II~ I1~11r)ps. Responsc to (Iris rcqur i l  is rzclkrirccl 10 

obtain a bcccfir in accordanW rr,ith I t ~ c  Nal ior~al I.l~scorcc I'resenst~on Act, as amendell (1 h IJ F C: 170 ct qcq ). 
Esriri laled I l l ~ r d r n  Stalcment: Pub l~c  rc],orring burdcn lor Ihls form is csr~mated (o avrragc 18. I hours pcr response itlcluding thc time liir 
rcvicwing in\tructlnrrs. gathcrr:ig arrd n l a i n t a i n ~ ~ ~ g  data, and conil~lering and rcvcewlng the forni. Direct coininenrs rcgard~rip r h ~ s  Iwrdcr) t s t~ rnak  or 
any aspect 01'chis hrrn  to the Cl~isf. Admints ln l i \~c  Scrviccs Divisiorl, Nat~onal Park Scrv~cc. I' O BOY j7127. lV2shiri:ron. I ) C  :I101 1-7 127. and 
Ihc Ol'ticc ul'Managcmerrt and Budget. l 'apework Itcducrions I'ra)ea (10241)OlT(). Wash~ngton. DC 20503. 



YPS Form 10-900-3 
(8-86) 

Unitcd States Department of t h e  Intcriur 
National Park Servjcc 

Natiorlal Register of' Historic Placcs 
Sational Park Scrvice 

Section 7 1 "age P 

Cumberland County Courthouse, Anicodrnent 
Cumbcrland, Virginia 

7. Description: 

Updated Site Description: 
The paved lane of Courthouse Circle leads around the northeast end of the collectioi~ of buildings 
within the cou.~thouse green and behind the clerk's office and courthouse. Foster Road is located 
between the courtl~ouse and the old jail. A low brick wall runs along the Route 60 street front of  
the green. 

Additional Inventory within Courthouse Complex: 

Rlemorial Marker, ca. 1990, non-con tributing: 
Civil Rights in Educatior~ Heritage Marker. This marker, located on the northeasten1 side of the 
old jail parcel, commemorates the contrjbutions of Cumberland County native Jackson Davis 
( 1  882-1947) to educational reform, which Focused on improvements to the educational systetn in 
Southern states fbr black students. Davis was also an amateur photographel- and during the iirst 
1x4 f of the twentieth century took over 6,000 photographs of black students, teachers, and schools 
rnostly in soulheastern states. After his death his photographs and many of his papers were 
donated to the Un.iversity of Virginia library. Virginia's Civil Rights in Education Heritage Trail 
is co~nposed of 4 1 sites throughout counties in the Southside that are connected to the birth of the 
public education system in the state. Cumberland County has three such markers-the other two 
are located in CartersviIle at the site of a Rosenwald School and Hamilton High School. 

Brick Wall, pre-1936, contributing: 
This low, brick wall surrou~~ds the cot~rthouse green on [he east, south, and west sides. I n  the lale 
nineteenth and early tcventietll century, a board fence encircled the green. In I89 1 ,  county 
records record the need to have a "necessary Stile made over the C. House fence and a Suitable 
e~~closure made in front of the same." A historic photograph shows that the fence was slill in 
place as of 19 1 1.  However, a photograph taken in 1936 as part of the WPA report on the 
courthouse shows a low biick wall around the green. 

Granite Marker, ca. 1990, non-contributing: 
A granite marker dedicated to all county citizens who have served and died in wars is located at 
the lront of the clerk's office. 



K P S  Forri! 10-900-2 
(8-96) 

I jnitcd States Department of  the Interior 
Xational Park Service 

National Register of Historic Places 
National Park Service 

Section 8 2 Page - 

O.\l ll So. 1024-OOi8 

Cumberland County Courthouse, .An~endnlent 
Cu~nberland. Virginia 

8. Statement of Significance 

The Cutnberland County Courthouse was originally listed in August 1994 in the Virginia 
Landmarks Register and September 1994 in the National Register of Historic Places. The 
courthol~se complex is significant under Criterion A for politics and government, originally with 
a period of significauce from 18 18 until 1925. 

In 2006, a larger district surrounding the courthouse was surveyed by Debra A. McClane and the 
follo\ving information was added to the courthouse complex description. The original 
nomination did not doci~ment the brick wa l l  surrounding the co~nplex built pre-1936. This 
addition extends the period of significance through 1936, as this is considered a contributing 
resource to the complex. Also surveyed In 2006 are two non-coniributing markers built ca. 1 990. 

Additional Statement of Significance: 

Thc Culnberland County Courthouse and its associated buildings, stnictures, and objects are 
contributing resources within the Cumberland Court House Historic District. The courthouse 
represents the centralized government in the county and since 18 18 has served as thc county's 
legal center. While these resources are fully documcnfed i n  the National Register nomination 
that was prepared for the Cumberland County Courthouse (#024-OOOS), a brief history of the 
estabiishtnent of the village and the co~lstruction of the courthouse follows. 

Cumberland County was fo~med in 1749 from lands fonnerly within Goochland County. In 
1750, the first county courthouse was built at Deep Creek Bridge (now Po~vhatan County). By 
1777, however, Powhatan County was famed froin the eastern half of Cumberlalid Cowi(y and a 
new courtho~rse site had to be chosen. The county court decided upon "an old field" at the 
plantation of Maurice Langhorne as the new county seat. Located near the geographical ccrlter of 
the county along a major transportation route, the new site was to include a cou~thouse, prison, 
and stocks. 

Upon selection of the new courthouse site, six blocks of parcels were platted and the new to\I1n 
was called Effingham. The courthouse green was delineated as a 1 300-foot -by-900-foot parcel 
and streets we-re to be 100 feel in width. The town was situated to either side of the Buckingharn 
Road. The name Effingham did not gain favor anlong county residents wlio rcvcrted to the 
common practice o r  calling their county seat "Cumberland Court House." 
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OMR So. 1024-OUlH 

Cumberland County Courthouse, Arnentlment 
Cumberland, Virginia 

Despite the hardships caused by the ongoing American Revolution, the county determined to 
build a new courthouse. Maurice Langhorne, who was a member of the Cumberland County 
Court, aiso obtained the contract to build the new courthouse, the log prison, and the new stocks 
and pillory. The courthouse, which was erected on thc north side of the roadway adjacent to a 
spring, was completed in 1 778. The court had directed that the courthouse be the same 
dime~lsions and of the same materials as the courlhouse located at Deep Creek Bridge. 

In 1 8 17, the county commissioners contracted with William A. Howard to construct a brick 
cour~house to replace the late-eighteenth-century, hame courthouse. The new courthouse was 
birjlt near the site of the 1778 courthouse on land owned by Peter B. Foster. The contract 
between the county and builder contains specific language on the architectural character of the 
new building, which Wocvard was able to complete by 1821. Later, he would also build [lie 
classically inspired courthouses for Lunenburg County (VDHII $055-0014) and for Mecklenburg 
County (VDHR # 173-0006). 

The courthouse and its associated square is the central organizing I'eature of'the proposcd historic 
district. The courthouse is a one-story, tem.ple f o m ~  building wit11 a Tuscan-order portico on the 
long side ('facing Route 60). The portico canies a full entablature and a moulded cornice that 
si~noimds the entire building. The courthouse is located at the southwest end of the square, 
wh icli i s  surrounded by a low brick wall. The Curnberland courthouse sqi~are also contains the 
historic clerk's office, the Confederate monument, the public well, a Civil Rights i n  Education 
marker, and a niodem oflice building. (This modem office building is not within the original 
boundaries listed in 1994 for the Cumberland County Courthouse, so is not being added to the 
description as an additional resource. It i s  however, considered part of the "courthouse complex" 
i l l  [he larger 2006 district survey.) 



Y IJS Form 10-900-2 
(8-86) 

l l ~ l i t ed  States Dcpartmcnt of the  Interior 
Yat iona l  Park Scrviee 

Yational Register of' I-listoric Places 
National Park Service 

Sections , 10 and Photograpllic Data Page 4 

Cumberland County Courthousc, Anlendmerit 
Cumberland, Virginia 

10. Geographical Data: 

Origin a1 Verbal Boundary Description from 1994: 
The boundary for Cumberland County Courthouse, Clerk's Office. Jail, Confederate Civil War 
Monument, and Courthouse well is shown as a dark lirle on the accompanyng map entitled "Map 
derived From Ralph P. Hines, C.L.S. plat of 4 parcels of land surveyed for Cum berland Counly, 
September 22, 1964." 

Copy of  detail inap includeci w i t h  additional resources sliomm, and copy of original quad map 
provided from 1394. 

Original Verbal Boundary Justification from 1994: 
The boundary includes the Cumberland County Courthouse, Clerk's Office, Jail, Confederate 
Civil War Monument, and Courthouse well, all of which have been associated with the 
Cumberland County Government activi ly since the first half of the nineteenth centuly The new 
Cumberland County Office Building, built in the 1960s, which is sited about 1 0 feet east of the 
Clerk's Office, has been excluded since i t  is not a contributing building. 

Additional Justification: 
The boundary also includes the pre-1936 brick wall ~vhich replaced eal-lier fencing around the 
courthouse. and two markers added i n  the 1990s. 

Photograpllic Data: 

Two scanned images provided, no originals, as this is only an amendment to add three additional 
secocldary resources to the inventory and docurnentation of the original nomination from 1 994. 
No image of the Cjvil Rights marker available. 

Jmagc One: Front of Clerk's Office with granite marker. Negative on file at Vil-gjtlia State 
Library in Richmond, Virginia. 

lniagc Two: South Comer of Courthousc wi t11 brick wal I .  2006 photo taken by Debra McClane in 
2006. 






